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The American Dream 

My Grandfather, Carlos Abel Dujovne, comes from a Turkish-Jewish family. He grew up in 

Chaco, Argentina with his father, an entrepreneur, and his mother, brother, and sister. He was 

born into a poor family in the countryside of Argentina, and his father, through natural business 

prowess gave his family a better life and provided a college education for his children. After 

studying hard for several years, my Grandfather and his wife and daughter (my mom) moved to 

the u.s. where he would go on to attend and teach at Johns Hopkins University. My Grandfather 

came to the U.S. with a medical degree from Buenos Aires, and a hand deformity he had been 

born with, causing his left hand to have three conjoined, small fingers. This posed a very real 

obstacle for his career in surgery, and combined with severe attention deficit disorders, his work 

was cut out for him. His deep Argentinian accent made his lecturing at universities not easily 

understood or absorbed by students. Regardless, his knowledge and drive provided him job offers 

from some of the most prestigious institutions in this country including the University of Southern 

California which would let him reach his ultimate "American Dream" of being a professor of 

medicine while living in a beachfront home in California. However, while he had been lecturing at 

Kansas University, his wife, my grandmother, Beatriz Dujovne, had formed a respectable 

psychology practice, and so he stayed there for her sake. My Grandfather always has put other's 

happiness and wishes before his own, and been a provider for them. He practiced English 

tirelessly, and travelled the world lecturing and consulting for companies, while his wife and young 

daughter stayed in Kansas. He became a sort of maverick in the related fields of cardiology and 

endocrinology, bringing new perspectives and a nearly unparalleled knowledge and understanding 

of cardiology and medicine to the medical world. My Grandfather taught me that being accepted is 

up to each individual. He taught me that a man is to provide for those who count on him and that 



he loves, and that no matter the challenge, I can work my way to amazing success. Hopefully, 

someday my son and grandson can look up to me the way I do to my Grandfather, and be 

inspired like everyone that has met my Grandfather, Carlos Dujovne. 


