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Acceptance: A Right and a Responsibility 

It was late November of my fourth grade year when a new student named Nick moved 

into my class. To me, Nick appeared to be a normal kid. He spoke the same, dressed the same, 

and acted the same as most of my male classmates. I assumed Nick would fit in soon enough, so 

I did not think twice about going out of my way to introduce myself. A few weeks later, I was 

playing basketball a few other boys from my class when I noticed that Nick was walking around 

the play structure alone. Upon witnessing this, it occurred to me that Nick was probably nervous 

to approach any of the students in the class. My first impression of Nick was that me was shy, 

but I had assumed he would become more comfortable in his new setting soon enough. However, 

instead of taking action, I convinced myself that if I did not invite Nick to be my friend, someone 

else would. A few months passed after this experience, I had almost completely forgotten about 

Nick. One day during free time, I once again saw Nick reading alone. It seemed to me that he 

had become more reserved and closed off from the rest of the class. The thought of approaching 

Nick occurred to me again, but my fourth grade mind convinced me that my peers would reject 

me if I attempted to befriend a new student. The next week, the teacher announced to the class 

that Nick had moved. I never saw Nick again. Each time he crosses my mind, I am haunted by 

feelings of regret and guilt. Looking back, I know I should have approached Nick. I have 

imagined the loneliness Nick must have felt, each day at a new school with unfamiliar people. 

The mistake everyone made was assuming someone else would take action. Creating an 

accepting environment is not the responsibility of one person, but every person. Nick was 

rejected by the lack of action among the entire class. Acceptance does not come naturally; it 

requires intentional action. Although it is not the responsibility of one person, it takes one person 



to initiate and inspire a larger group. In Nick's case, introducing myself would only have had a 

positive effect on me and him. Each individual deserves the right of acceptance, and bears the 

responsibility of accepting others. I believe by living this idea, we can be happier through taking 

action to accept others, and by the actions of others to accept us. 




