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Every Child Deserves a Miracle 
 

There are some things we don’t think about - drinking clean water, eating food, or 
sleeping in bed. We don’t usually think about every step we take, or every breath we take. 
These are what I call miracles. I never thought about these things being miracles. Maybe it’s 
because it effortlessly comes to us. Miracles happen all around us. But some miracles deserve 
to happen to everyone. Everyone child deserves to have an education and eat three meals a 
day and absolutely NO child deserves to be subjected to child labor and be used in a business or 
industry. 
 

I feel have the best parents in the world. I have great friends. I go to an amazing school 
which has taught me almost everything I know. My teacher, is the best teacher in the world, 
and she made me open my eyes to realize how fortunate I was. How lucky I was. How many 
miracles God has given me.  
 

This year at school one of our units of inquiry was on rights. It showed us how we all 
have rights to do certain things and to have certain things. One thing that stood out to me was 
child labor. Child labor is the use of underage children in an industry or business, especially 
when illegal or considered inhumane. These children don’t have the same rights that we have 
which is very unfair. I write with a heavy heart about the disgusting reality that child labor is 
used to make chocolate. 
 

For us, chocolate is a sweet and rich delight which brings happiness to many of us who 
eat it. However, there is a dark side to chocolate. On the other side of the world there are kids 
who spend hours harvesting cocoa fields and making this delicious snack that brings us much 
mirth and pleasure. For these kids, chocolate brings distress and torture not happiness and joy. 
Not many people think about this so therefore, child labor is a surprisingly under-reported 
topic. With an average U.S. citizen eating around eleven pounds of chocolate, it is 
flabbergasting the fact that many of us have not heard or taken upon the fact that seventy 
percent of the cocoa industry uses child labor.   
 

According to an investigated report by the BBC, over hundreds of thousands of children 
are being purchased from their parents or stolen and then shipped to Ivory Coast, where they 
are kept on cocoa farms. The terrible reality is that these children, eleven-sixteen years old but 
sometimes younger, are forced to do hard manual labor eighty to hundred hours a week. They 
are paid nothing, receive no education, are under fed, and are often viciously beaten if they try 
to escape. Most will never see their families again.  
  

Today, more than 250 million children between the ages of 5 and 14 are used as slaves 
and most have to work in lethal conditions. A child’s workday typically begins at six in the 
morning and ends in the evening. They harvest cocoa under the burning hot sun. Some of the 
children use chainsaws to clear the forests. Other children climb the cocoa trees to cut bean 
pods using a machete. This cycle of unending labor is robbing young people of their 
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childhoods—even in America. Officials estimate that more than 150,000 children work illegally 
on U.S. farms.  
 
We talk about all the different problems in this world.  

We talk about the issue of terrorism. 

We talk about the problems in politics. 

We talk about gun control. 

Yet we don’t talk about the heinous practice of child labor. Why? Why? Why? 

Is it because we don’t see or hear about it or is it because we simply don’t care …. I hope not. 

 

I understand this is not an easy problem to fix but one needs to start somewhere. It is 

my dream to make these kid’s lives better so here is what I am doing – I only buy Fair Trade 

chocolate brands. If each of us does this perhaps it will make a big enough impact for other 

chocolate companies to take notice. 

 
I hope you join me to help make a miracle bloom in these children’s lives. Please raise 
awareness. 
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