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What if? Two words representing endless possibilities. It’s time we asked 

ourselves what that simple question could do to our world. What if we chose to 

honor, encourage, respect, recognize, and support? Would it make the world a 

better place? 

 

What if, instead of forbidding kids who need an education to go to school, 

we encourage learning? If we made this change, they would grow up able to read 

and write, both invaluable skills for a successful life. With an education they 

could obtain jobs and thereby decrease the level of global poverty. They could 

pass their knowledge onto others and feel valuable as they help themselves and 

their community. What if we encouraged learning? Would it make the world a 

better place?  

 

What if, instead of thinking as men as the more dominant and powerful 

gender, we honor and respect women? If we made this change, the world could 

benefit from what they had to offer. Author William Petrocelli has even 

suggested that a woman’s more thoughtful, insightful opinions could have 

prevented historic tragedies. The world could further benefit as women are 

offered more job opportunities, positively impacting the economy and 



communities worldwide. Respecting women would make them feel worthy and 

empowered. What if we respected and honored women? Would it make the 

world a better place? 

 

What if, instead of thinking of children as nuisances that should keep 

quiet and do what they’re told, we treat them like the important people they are: 

the future! It would be devastating for kids to grow up thinking they are 

worthless. “Anyone can have a child and call themselves ‘a parent’. A real parent 

is someone who puts their child’s needs before their own selfish needs and 

wants.” Most kids that grow up to be successful in life were raised with respect. 

“Speak to your children like they are the wisest, kindest, most beautiful and 

magical humans on earth, for what they believe is what they’ll become.” (-Brooke 

Hampton.) Disrespected kids may develop depression and that can lead to 

hurting themselves and others, and in some cases going as far as suicide. 

Treating children like wastes of space hurts them and everyone around them. 

Instead, recognize them as the most precious things in the world to you. 

Because they should be. What if we treated children like the important people 

they are? Would it make the world a better place? 

 

What if, instead of  looking at refugees as foreigners who may mean us 

harm, we look at them as humans, fleeing real harm, who need our support? 

Showing compassion to them would give us a better reputation as a country who 

is kind enough to give refuge to people in need. Some could become citizens 

who would get jobs that could benefit the world. More people in our country 

would mean more doctors, more scientists, more engineers that could make 



life-changing discoveries. If we don’t accept them, they could die, leaving us to 

wonder what huge impact they could have made. We can’t just turn a blind eye! 

What if we saw refugees as people who need our support? Could it make the 

world a better place? 

 

What if these things happened? What if we chose to do the right things 

regardless of how hard they were? Would it really hurt to try? We’ve done much 

harder things; let’s all realize that a person is a person, and as Elder Larry 

Lawrence once said… “Pointing out the good in others helps us find the good in 

ourselves.” 

 

 


